
 
 
 
 

  
 

SAVEL Group accelerates its development  
and opens its capital to UNEXO and Unigrains 

UNEXO and Unigrains will support the family-owned poultry specialist in its organic and 
external growth as well as its diversification into prepared foods 

Lannilis, France, November 12th, 2024 – SAVEL Group, a family-owned company specialized in niche 
poultry species, has opened its capital to UNEXO CREDIT AGRICOLE and Unigrains, on an equal basis. This 
transaction, accretive for Marc Léon, President, aims to accelerate the development of the Group through 
organic and external growth as well as its diversification into prepared foods. This transaction is also 
supported by a pool of regional banks piloted by Crédit Agricole du Finistère. 

Founded in 1968 and based in Lannilis, in France’s Finistère department, SAVEL Group is a French leader 
in the preparation and the distribution of niche poultry species including cockerel, guinea fowl and slow-
grown yellow chicken. Two external growth operations – La Toque Bretonne and Béziau – completed in 
2023 and 2024 respectively, enabled the Group to also position itself in the turkey market. A historic 
operator in the West of France, SAVEL Group relies on a network of 150 exclusive poultry farmers located 
in close proximity to its 5 production facilities. SAVEL Group mainly distributes its products via the out-of-
home catering channel and benefits from solid expertise in export markets.  

Under the leadership of Marc Léon, President, and Éric Lefeuvre, CEO, SAVEL Group has 470 employees 
and sales of over 150 million euros. 

While Marc Léon strengthens his stake and the family shareholders retain a large majority, this first opening 
of the capital comes at a moment when SAVEL Group seeks to capitalize on its position in niche species 
and continue its growth with a focus on completing its product range, gaining expertise in secondary 
transformation, optimizing logistics and reaching new customers. 

In all these projects, SAVEL Group will be supported by a tandem of recognized and complementary 
investors: UNEXO CREDIT AGRICOLE, a leading private equity player in France’s Grand Ouest region, and 
Unigrains, an agri-food sector specialist. Together, they will mobilize their expertise and their respective 
networks in service of the company’s growth projects. 

Marc Léon, President of SAVEL, declared: “We are delighted to welcome UNEXO and Unigrains as strategic 
partners in our capital. Their support and understanding of our challenges will enable us to accelerate our 
development while remaining true to our family values.” 

Maryan Deroo, Investment Director with UNEXO, declared: “We are pleased to support SAVEL Group, a 
regionally anchored family-owned company with longstanding ties to Crédit Agricole du Finistère, in its 
growth trajectory. The strategic vision of the Management team and the Group’s strong position, all across 
the value chain, support the development of its sector and make SAVEL Group a key player in the regional 
economy.” 

Nicolas Mulle, Investment Director with Unigrains, declared: “SAVEL Group has successfully differentiated 
itself in the highly competitive poultry segment thanks to its positioning in specialty niche species. For 
Unigrains, this investment is about supporting the growth of a key player – both upstream and downstream 
– led by a recognized and high-quality management team.” 

 

 



 
 
 
 

  
 

Actors involved in the transaction 
 

Groupe SAVEL: Marc Léon, Eric Lefeuvre 
 
Financial Investors: 

- UNEXO: Maryan Deroo, Pierre-Emmanuel Lemarchand, Lauranne Le Bourvellec, Romain David 
- Unigrains: Nicolas Mulle, Coline Kerjean, Cécilia Martijena, Jean-Pierre Cottet 

 
Lending Banks:  

- Crédit Agricole du Finistère, Agent des sûretés (Alain Le Menn) 
- ARKEA Banque Entreprises et Institutionnels (Olivier Morvan) 
- Banque Populaire Grand Ouest (Jean-Hervé Jolivet) 
- Banque CIC Ouest (Fabien Ramirez) 

 
Advisors 

- Legal advisor to SAVEL: Aoden Avocats (Pascal Bertevas, Timothé Schlotterer) 
- Financial BDD: KPMG (Arnaud Colas, Mathieu Andureau) 
- Legal, Tax, Social BDD: HOALEN Avocats (Legal: Mickaël Goupil, Hélène Magineau – Tax: 

Matthieu Perrée, Pierre-Yves Le Dantec – Social: Audrey Geffriaud) 
- ESG BDD: Deloitte (Ywan Penvern, Charlotte Bancilhon, Maxime Ghafari) 

 
 
About UNEXO 
UNEXO, a management company within the Crédit Agricole Group, supports managers and entrepreneurs in the Grand 
Ouest region. UNEXO’s financing offer is aimed at SMEs, mid-cap companies and startups: development, transmission, 
mezzanine, debt funds and innovation. Its mission is to contribute to regional economic dynamism by maintaining 
decision-making centres and jobs. UNEXO is present in the capital of more than a hundred companies as a minority 
shareholder. Key figures: €700 million in investment capacity, 4 offices, more than 300 companies supported since 
1993. For more information: www.unexo.fr 

About Unigrains 
Unigrains, an investment company specializing in the agri-food and agro-industry sectors, has been supporting 
companies for 60 years, providing their managers with tailor-made equity and quasi-equity financial solutions, as well 
as recognized sector expertise. Today, Unigrains manages €964 million, and is a partner to 80 companies, intervening 
at various stages of their development, notably during capital reorganization, strategic investments and external growth 
operations. For further information: www.unigrains.fr  

Press Contacts: 
- UNEXO: Hélène Martin / hmartin@unexo.fr / +33 (0)2 99 67 99 08 
- Unigrains: Ari Levine / alevine@unigrains.fr / +33 (0)6 69 20 79 19 
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